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EU Aquaculture Financing Survey — Member Response Template
Aquaculture Assistance Mechanism (AAM) | European Commission | Deadline: 26 April 2026
DEADLINE: 26 April 2026 — Please submit your answers directly via the EC survey link, and return this completed document to the IPIFF Secretariat so that we can consolidate member responses and compile a sector report on your behalf.

Survey link: https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/attractinginvestmentsforaquaculture_producerquestionnaire
Instructions: Use this document to draft your answers. Copy your responses into the online survey before 26 April 2026. Fields marked * are mandatory. Open text boxes are provided for written answers; tick boxes (□) indicate choice questions.

Section 1 — Nature of the Business
This section gathers basic information about your organisation and its aquaculture activities.
Q1. In which EU Member State is your aquaculture business primarily based? *
	

	


Q2. What is the legal form of your business? *
1. Sole trader / individual entrepreneur
1. Partnership
1. Limited company (SME)
1. Large enterprise (250+ employees)
1. Cooperative
1. Other (please specify):
	


Q3. What is your main aquaculture species/production system? (Select all that apply) *
1. Atlantic salmon
1. Rainbow trout / other salmonids
1. Sea bass / sea bream
1. Carp / freshwater species
1. Shellfish / molluscs
1. Seaweed / algae
1. Shrimp / crustaceans
1. Other (please specify):
	


Q4. What is the approximate annual turnover of your business? *
1. Under €100,000
1. €100,000 – €500,000
1. €500,000 – €2 million
1. €2 million – €10 million
1. Over €10 million
1. Prefer not to say
	



Q5. How many full-time equivalent employees does your business have? *
1. 1–9
1. 10–49
1. 50–249
1. 250 or more
	



Q6. Have you sought external financing for your aquaculture business in the past 5 years? *
1. Yes
1. No
1. Currently in the process of seeking financing
	



Section 2 — Main Financing Needs
This section explores what types of investment your business requires and what you use financing for.
Q7. What are your primary investment needs over the next 3–5 years? (Rank in order of priority) *
1. Expanding production capacity
1. Investing in new or improved technology / equipment
1. Sustainability improvements (e.g. energy efficiency, water use, feed transition)
1. Working capital / day-to-day operational needs
1. Research and development / innovation
1. Market development and commercialisation
1. Infrastructure (buildings, facilities, offshore structures)
1. Other (please specify):
	


Q8. What types of financing have you used or considered? (Select all that apply) *
1. Bank loans
1. EU structural or agricultural funds (e.g. EMFAF, EARDF)
1. National public grants or subsidies
1. Private equity / venture capital
1. Crowdfunding
1. Leasing or asset finance
1. Internal / own funds
1. Other (please specify):
	


Q9. What is the typical financing amount your business needs for a significant investment? *
1. Under €50,000
1. €50,000 – €250,000
1. €250,000 – €1 million
1. €1 million – €5 million
1. Over €5 million
	



Q10. Please describe the main investments your business plans or needs to make in the next 3–5 years.
	

	

	

	

	


Section 3 — Main Financing Barriers
This section explores the obstacles your business faces when trying to access finance.
Q11. What are the main barriers you face when trying to access financing? (Rank in order of importance) *
1. High interest rates or cost of finance
1. Lack of suitable collateral or assets
1. Complexity and administrative burden of applications
1. Short loan tenors / insufficient long-term finance
1. Risk perception of the aquaculture sector by lenders
1. Limited awareness of available financing options
1. Regulatory uncertainty affecting investment decisions
1. Environmental / permitting constraints
1. Lack of track record or credit history
1. Other (please specify):
	

	


Q12. Have you ever had a financing application rejected or not pursued? If yes, what was the main reason?
1. Yes — please explain:
	

	

	


1. No
Q13. How would you rate the overall availability of suitable financing for aquaculture in your country? *
1. Very poor
1. Poor
1. Average
1. Good
1. Very good
Q14. Any additional comments on financing barriers:
	

	

	

	


Section 4 — Enablers
This section explores what would help improve your access to financing.
Q15. What measures would most help improve access to finance for aquaculture businesses? (Rank in order of priority) *
1. Lower interest rates or subsidised loans
1. Longer repayment periods
1. Simplified application and reporting processes
1. Dedicated EU or national guarantee schemes
1. Better information and advisory support
1. Improved regulatory clarity and permitting
1. Grants for innovation and sustainability investments
1. Blended finance instruments (grants + loans)
1. Other (please specify):
	

	


Q16. Are there specific EU or national policy frameworks that you believe should be reformed to improve the financing environment for aquaculture?
	

	

	

	

	


Q17. Would your business benefit from a dedicated EU-level aquaculture investment support programme? *
1. Yes, strongly
1. Yes, to some extent
1. No
1. Unsure
Section 5 — Experience with Financing
This section invites you to share your concrete experience with financing — successes and lessons learned.
Q18. Have you successfully accessed financing for a significant investment in the past 5 years? *
1. Yes
1. No
Q19. If yes, please briefly describe the investment, the financing instrument used, and what made it successful.
	

	

	

	

	

	


Q20. What advice would you give to other aquaculture producers seeking financing?
	

	

	

	


Q21. Is there anything else you would like to share regarding financing challenges or opportunities for EU aquaculture?
	

	

	

	

	



Thank you for your participation.
Please submit your answers via e-mail to IPIFF and online survey before 26 April 2026.
Access the survey here
Compiled by IPIFF — www.ipiff.org
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